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“…a gallop into the Atherstone country, where the fields are level and the fences to all appearance easier, for 

there is no need to string out and take your turn, as they can be jumped anywhere.”  

– T. F. Dale: ‘Fox-Hunting in the Shires’, Vol. 2, 1903, p75. 

Witherley’s distinctive landscape setting is, in large part, a result of 18th century Parliamentary 
Enclosure encouraging the development of modern fox-hunting [Note #1]. The Hunt Club, founded by 

Squire Osbaldeston in Witherley in the early 19th century, created a hunt ‘country’ that extended “from 

Ashby-de-la-Zouche to Coventry north and south, and from Lutterworth to Coleshill east and west”, 

with the 1815 kennels at Witherley at the centre of things. 

The symbiotic relationship between fox hunting and the post-Enclosure English landscape has 

become an issue of considerable importance since the 2005 ban on hunting with dogs in England and 

Wales. It is increasingly being recognised that hunting landscapes contribute to regional and social 
identities and, as such, promote “regional distinctiveness and significance within the working 
landscape.” As such, these ‘taskscapes’ [Ingold, 1993] sit outside the “common, but illusionary, cultural 
landscape heritage” and are disadvantaged by “national initiatives to map historic landscape 

character” [Finch, 2007] ”still focused on identifying and 'reading' features in the landscape” [Finch 

2013]. 

Lionel Edwards: 'Hunting Countries The Atherstone Hunt’, 1930 

With “the shift from arable to grassland following enclosure by parliamentary statute” [Bevan, 1987] 
“Hunting…provided an opportunity for the social relationships created by the enclosure movement to 

be articulated and displayed in a very public manner across the re-planned landscape. . . . [and] “these 

processes were linked to cultural practices [and] need to be understood together in order to 

understand how the modern landscape was created and inhabited” [Finch 2013]. 
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To Witherley west, the cultural practices and heritage asset associated with the 1765 Atherstone 
Enclosure [Thompson, 1993] are beginning to find expression in the contemporary landscape of what 

remains of the Cottagers Piece. But this story is only part told if the distinctive characteristics of the 

hunting taskscape [Note #2], on the other side of the River Anker, at Witherley, is lost to future 

development. Witherley’s distinctive landscape is characterised by “the large expanses of grass which 

made Leicestershire…the best hunting-ground in England” [Itzkovitz, 1977]. 
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Notes: 

1. Witherley’s distinctive setting: a re-planned landscape in response to social and cultural 
opportunities relating to fox hunting and the post-Enclosure English landscape. This still finds 
expression in the level fields and open (i.e. relatively tree-free) boundaries described by T.F. Dale in 
1903. 

Witherley’s relationship to the Atherstone Enclosure is also based on John Thompson of Witherley 
Bridge publication in the 1766 Gentleman’s Diary of Question 290, a mathematical conundrum 
intended to embarrass the “unmathematical bunglers” responsible for an error in the setting out of the 
Cottagers Piece. See: https://witherley.wordpress.com/, accessed 14.08.2019. 

Further, and in response to the Atherstone Enclosure, Mythe Lane in Witherley was set out by “the 
Commissioners of the Enclosure in the year 1765 and Confirmed by degree in the Court of Chancery” to 
bypass the 100 acre the Cottagers Piece for which a toll was demanded for each crossing. 

2. Taskscape:  term proposed in 1993 by Tim Ingold, which has since created wide interest and found 
considerable application, to refer to the entire ensemble of tasks or actions that a society, community, 
or individual performs.  The idea of the taskscape recognizes that all tasks are interlocking, and that any 
one task is embedded in the way that other tasks are themselves seen and understood. See: https://
taskscape.wordpress.com/about/, accessed 14.08.2019.
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